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THE SUEZ CANAL ZONE IN 1915

CONTRARY to expectation, Egyptians displayed no
more than lukewarm interest in the items of news
concerning the concentration of Turkish Military
Forces in Southern Palestine, which from day to day
trickled through the fingers of the Censorship. Even
the definite announcement that an Expeditionary
Corps had left Bir Saba to march against the Suez
Canal caused curiously little public comment. Such
discussion as thgre was indicated among Egyptians the
birth of a new feeling, as unexpected as it was welcome
to Englishmen. Irritation was openly expressed that
Turkey, a professed friend of Egypt, actually was
proposing to turn the peaceful territory of the latter
into a battle-field. There arose a disposition to regard
the invader from a fresh point of view* As the
deliverer of a nation enslaved by England he was
welcome: as a violator of Egyptian soil he sank in
public estimation. Egyptians began to ask one another
at this point whether the presence of a powerful
Turkish Army in Cairo would not be almost as intoler-
able a nuisance as that of a British. In short, the
desire once felt in Egypt for the success of Ottoman
arms was vanishing. No one of the population was
prepared to suffer the horrors of war merely to
exchange one military domination for another. Quite
characteristically, the Ottoman Government took no
pains to combat the impression. It is true that their
potential activity in Egypt was now much restricted.
Egyptians from whom Constantinople would have
expected to receive assistance were interned, and
others, either from fear of martial law or from doubt